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AROUND CFAY
CFAY Wraps Up Road Tax Campaign

Sailors and community members onboard Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) participate in the courtesy on-base 
road tax campaign hosted by CFAY‘s Security Department at 
the Fleet Theater. This event provides an easy and simple one-
stop tax payment service for car and motorcycle owners. 

Story by James Kimber,
photos by MC2 Conner Houghtaling,
CFAY Public A�airs

Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka, or CFAY, 
wrapped up the 2024 Road Tax Campaign April 11 
in the late afternoon.

The annual event was scheduled for four days over two 
di�erent campaign periods at the installation’s Fleet 
Theater. 

Saury Sawada, CFAY Security’s Vehicle Registration 
O�ce supervisory administrative specialist, said local 
tax o�cials visited the base and worked with CFAY 

Security o�cials. This service makes it easy for many 
SOFA-members to pay the tax and verify all other vehicle 
ownership documentation in a convenient, one-stop 
shop and free of language barriers.

“We assist about 300 families per day here,” Sawada said. 
“So about 1,200 families in total.” 

Sailors and families who couldn’t attend the campaign 
can still pay this year’s Road Tax, but the process must 
be completed o� base before the May 31 deadline. 
Fortunately, City of Yokosuka o�cials have streamlined 
the process as e�ciently as possible and provided signs 
in English. 

Fire Controlman 1st Class Roberto Ruvalcaba of CFAY 
Security’s Visitor Control Center was the event’s petty 
o�cer in charge and has already helped several Sailors 
complete their vehicle’s documentation. 

“If you own a yellow plate mini-car or motorcycle, you 
will need to go to Yokosuka City Hall. Regular white plate 
vehicles, like the 300 and 500 series plates, will need to 
pay at the city tax o�ce,” Ruvalcaba said. 

The tax o�ce Ruvalcaba is referring to is the Kanagawa 
Prefectural Yokosuka Tax O�ce. The building is located 
on a small street o� National Route 16 in Hinode-cho 
and o�ers free parking. Yokosuka City Hall also provides 
free parking in their attached garage, though visitors will 
need to ask for their parking be validated by sta�.

“Please remember to bring cash and pay the tax in the 
exact amount,” Ruvalcaba said of both locations. “The 
sta� can’t make change and can’t accept overpayment.”

Once the tax is paid, the city o�cial will provide a receipt. 
The receipt is a vehicle owner’s proof that the tax was 
paid, so it’s a best practice to keep the receipt with the 
vehicle’s title. 

“Then just bring the Road Tax receipt, your vehicle’s 
documents, and ID to VRO to get a new USFJ [or United 
States Forces Japan] decal,” Ruvalcaba said. He also 
clari�ed that the vehicle’s document are the vehicle’s title, 



JCI, proof of insurance, parking certi�cate, base inspection 
sheet, and the driver’s license. Civilian employees may 
also need to bring their Letter of Employment. 

Reagan Sailors May Receive a Temporary Pass 

This year does have one di�erence from most years. 
The USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) is scheduled to depart 
Yokosuka sometime this summer for the last time to make 
room for the USS George Washington (CVN 73)’s return. 

Chief Master-at-Arms Christazchai Kendrick is the CFAY 
Security Physical Security O�cer. She said Reagan families 
may be issued a temporary base access pass for their 
vehicle or vehicles dependent on the sponsor’s orders.

“Instead of receiving the USFJ base decal after paying 
Road Tax, Reagan Sailors will be issued a temporary base 
access pass,” Kendrick said.

USFJ issues the decals to each installation in Japan. Each 
installation receives an appropriate number of decals for 
each requested shipment. The decals are serialized and 
each serial number is assigned to a DOD ID number.

“After we [VRO] see the Road Tax receipt and update the 
vehicle’s information, we will issue either a USFJ decal or 
a temporary vehicle access pass,” Sawada said. “Reagan 
Sailors will still be able to transfer their car to another 
Sailor normally. The only di�erence is that most Reagan 
Sailors won’t have this year’s USFJ decal.”  

• Reagan Sailors and their families who plan to complete 
their permanent change of station (PCS), sell their vehicle, 
or properly dispose of their vehicle – often called junking 
– before May 31 simply �nish the check out or vehicle 
transfer process. The current decal is valid through May 
31. 

• Reagan Sailors or their families with a vehicle and 
either orders or documentation such as an approved 
Continued Logistical Support stating they are departing 

between June 1 and August 31 are authorized to be 
issued a temporary vehicle access pass from VRO after 
satisfying this year’s Road Tax requirements. This must be 
complete by the May 31 deadline.

• Reagan Sailors or family members with a vehicle who 
have documentation stating they are expected to be in 
Yokosuka after August 31 will be handled on a case-by-
case basis. Road Tax and either a temporary pass or a 
decal must be issued by VRO by the May 31 deadline. 

The new decal or temporary base access pass must on 
display inside the windshield before May 31, 2024 at 11:59 
p.m. 

Maps for Yokosuka City Hall and the Kanagawa 
Prefectural Yokosuka Tax O�ce are available on CFAY’s 
o�cial website: https://cnrj.cnic.navy.mil/Installations/
CFA-Yokosuka/Departments/Security/Vehicle-
Registration-O�ce/

Road Tax is an annual tax levied on all vehicle owners in 
Japan. The tax is a signi�cant part of vehicle ownership 
costs in the country and varies depending on several 
factors, including the type of vehicle, its size, engine 
displacement, and environmental performance. Vehicle 
owners in Japan are responsible to fund the nation’s road 
infrastructure development and maintenance. A portion 
of the revenue may also be allocated to environmental 
initiatives.

For more information, please contact the CFAY Security 
Vehicle Registration O�ce at 243-5011.



All classes are blended learning courses including an 
online portion, and an instructor-led classroom skill 
session. The online portion must be completed prior to the 
skills test.

CPR/AED/First Aid Course ($55)
  • Tuesday, April 16: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
  • Saturday, April 20: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
  • Sunday, May5: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Basic Life Support Course ($55)

  • Wednesday April 24: 1 to 4 p.m.
Babysitting Basics ($70) Recommended for ages 11-17)
  • Sunday, April 21: 1 to 4 p.m.
  • Tuesday April 23: 2 to 5 p.m.
  • Wednesday May 15: 3 to 6 p.m.
Additional classes available by request for group of plus three.

To register, email: Yokosuka@redcross.org with the class and 
preferred date/time. You will receive a payment link and be asked 
to send your receipt in order to guarantee a spot in the course.

American Red Cross Spring Classes











Ootawa Azalea Festa
April 13 (Saturday) - 21 (Sunday)

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. | Ootawa Azalea Hill (35-minute bus ride 
from JR Yokosuka Station/25-minute bus ride from Keikyu 
Yokosuka Chuo Station, KK-59. 30-minute drive from 
Yokosuka Main Base.) 
More than 50,000 azalea will be in peak bloom between 
mid-April and May. There will be a farmer’s market and 
Japanese sweets sale during the festival.

Toshio Suzuki and Ghibli 
Exhibition

March 20 (Wednesday) - June 18 (Tuesday)
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. | Yokosuka Museum of Art (20-minute 
drive from Main Base, 30-minute bus ride from JR 
Yokosuka Station, JO-3, 15-minute bus ride from Keikyu 
Mabori-Kaigan Station, KK-63, bound for Kannonzaki)
In this exhibition, Studio Ghibli producer Toshio Suzuki, 
who has released numerous world-renowned animated 
�lms alongside directors Isao Takahata and Hayao 
Miyazaki, will introduce a multitude of �lms and books 
he has encountered from childhood to the present day 
as he has raced through the ages. Additionally, he will 
meticulously reveal the birth story of Studio Ghibli and 
the behind-the-scenes of �lm planning and promotion.
• Adults: ¥2,000 (Advance reservation required, date and 
time speci�ed)
• High school students (Yokosuka resident or 
commuting schools in Yokosuka), junior high school 
students or younger, free. https://l-tike.com/event/
mevent/?mid=713970

Yokosuka Tsukemen Festival
Every Friday to Sunday starting

April 12 (Friday) until May 6 (Sunday)
5 to 8 p.m. (Friday)/11 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Saturday, Sunday 
and Japanese holiday) | Mikasa Park (5-minute walk from 
Yokosuka Main Base)
Yokosuka Tsukemen Festival is launching a brand new 
edition in Yokosuka. Billed as Yokosuka’s �rst ramen 
event of this scale, the Yokosuka Tsukemen festival 
is sure to entice ramen lovers from across the Kanto 
region this spring. A total of 32 ramen shops will be 
gathering from across Japan, likely to cover styles such 
as Hokkaido miso ramen, Hakata tonkotsu and even 
home favourite Yokohama Iekei ramen. Full details 
regarding which ramen shop will be attending and on 
which weekends are to be announced closer to the 
event.

Kurihama Flower Park 
Historic Car Day 

April 20 (Saturday)
10 a.m to 3 p.m. | Kurihama Flower Park (30-minute 
drive from Yokosuka main base/20-minute walk from JR 
Kurihama, JO-01 or Keikyu Kurihama Station, KK-67)
This luxurious park utilizes the natural terrain and 
features seasonal �owers throughout the year. The 
park also o�ers playgrounds for children. Poppy and 
nemophila Festival is now held until May 26..

BEYOND
THE GATE



NEWS AND NOTICES
UPCOMING MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

A Motorcycle Safety Foundation BRC 2 
class is scheduled for April 20. Enrollment 
process is thru the Enterprise Safety 
Applications Management System 
(ESAMS) website. https://esams.cnic.
navy.mil/ESAMS_GEN_2/Login. For more 
information, contact CNRJ Safety at 243-
9635.

STREET SAFETY CAMPAIGN
CFAY Safety will hold Street Safety 
Campaign on April 16 (6:30 to 8 a.m.) and 
17 (3:30 to 5:30 p.m.)
Crosswalks:
• Walk bicycles, skateboards, and scooters
• No listening devices
Bicycle Lanes:
• Ride on the left side of street
• Properly wear a helmet
• No listening devices
• Not carrying any items in their hands
• No abreast riding
• No skateboards or scooters
Sidewalks:
• Only pedestrians, skateboards, and 
scooters may use (no bicycles)
• A helmet must be properly worn while 
riding a skateboard or scooter
• No listening devices while riding a 
skateboard or scooter
We are looking for volunteers. If anyone 
is interested in participating, contact Joe 
Umemura. Email: tatsuya.umemura.ln@
us.navy.mil, or call 243-6757.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
USNMRTC Yokosuka will be conducting 
a Mass Casualty Drill on April 23-25. 
To maximize the e�ectiveness of this 
training we are asking for assistance. 
We are looking for volunteers to serve 
as simulated patients during this event.  
If you are interested in being a part 
of this exercise, contact our volunteer 
coordinators HM1 Joseph Canonigo: 
ijosephclint.h.canonigo.mil@health.mil. 
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We will then deliver that information to 
your command, enabling them to make 
an informed decision regarding your 
emergency leave. Fill out a contact card 
today to ensure your contact information 
is ready before an emergency arises. 
Filling out a card in advance helps you and 
your family save time in a crisis.

VOLUNTEER NOW FOR
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

Contingency Team
Help with emergency messages and 
during large scale emergencies.
Disaster Action Team
Help provide immediate assistance on 
scene of an emergency, and participate in 
base exercises
Also available:
• Youth Preparedness Team
• MTF Professional and Admin Help
• CPR/BLS/Babysitting Instructor
• Library
• PAWS
• Vet Clinic
• Post O�ce
How to volunteer:
1. Use a desktop or laptop computer.
2. Search and go to Red Cross Volunteer 
Connection.
3. Use the Yokosuka FPO zip code 96349.
4. Complete the on-line training.
5. If you have any problems, email: 
yokosuka@redcross.org, or call 243-7490.

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Defense Logistics Agency Parking 
Lot: 50 perecent of DLA parking lot until 
February 2025.
Ikego NEX/MWR Parking Lot: 50 
perecent of NEX/MWR parking lot until 
October 2025.
McCormick Street and Leahy Street: Full 
road closure for underground utility works 
until Feb. 28, 2025.
Vandegrift Lane: Full road closure until 
October 2025.

WALKING BLOOD BANK
PRE-REGISTRATION

During the April 23-25 Mass Casualty Drill, 
we welcome the community to come to 
the hospital and start the registration 
process for becoming a potential blood 
donor. 
Who: All SOFA members over the age of 18 
What: We are creating a database for 
possible donators in the event of an 
emergency and/or taxed/low blood supply 
When: When the emergency whole blood 
bank has been activated (during the Mass 
Casualty Drill April 23-25) 
Where: Dental 2nd deck of USNH 
Yokosuka. Please enter from door at the 
end of the building 1400. 
Why: Our nearest blood bank is in 
Okinawa. During an emergency, we will 
likely not be able to depend on them for 
an increased need of blood products. We 
need to be able to create our own blood 
supply to save the lives of our friends and 
family.

LIMITED SERVICES APRIL 23-25
To better strengthen our capabilities in 
responding to a catastrophic emergency, 
USNMRTC Yokosuka will be conducting a 
multi-day Mass Casualty Drill. During this 
drill, routine Lab, Pharmacy, and Clinical 
Services will be limited April 23-25. Please 
plan accordingly. Services will reopen 
for normal operating hours April 26. The 
Emergency Department will remain 
open. 

PREPARE TODAY! COMPLETE A RED 
CROSS CONTACT CARD

One of the main Red Cross missions 
OCONUS is to provide the Emergency 
Communication Message, AKA “Red 
Cross Message”. If you or an immediate 
family member experience an emergency 
that requires you to request leave from 
your Command, the Red Cross can 
verify that emergency as a third party. 



CFAY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE GIANT VOICE is an 
informational podcast 
focusing on issues and 
concerns from personnel 
assigned to Commander, 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
(CFAY). Episodes can be 
found on CFAY's DVIDS 
page as well as most of 
your favorite streaming 
platforms such as Spotify, 
Apple, Amazon and 
Stitcher. 
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